
Genealogy Do-Over Week 6; Evaluating the Evidence 
 

 

‘Evidence’ by Bill Selak, available under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-NoDerivs 2.0 Generic licence. 

 
Evaluating the evidence is an important step that many of us miss or take for granted. 
Thomas uses the example of his birth date, and surely he must know that is correct. Right? 
 
Keeping with the birth date theme, a close relation has the wrong date of birth on her birth 
certificate, and therefore on her passport and other legal documentation. When you speak to 
her she tells you her actual birthday, the one she has always celebrated, is a couple of days 
earlier. The reason for the problem; her father gave the wrong date when he registered her. 
 
When fines were first introduced if you didn't register births on time, dates were 'massaged' 
so they avoided the fine and then you find a baptism before a birth. So what's true?  How are 
we supposed to work through conflicting information? By EVALUATION, that's how. 
 
Evidence can be evaluated using four categories; 
 

1. Source Type 
2. Clarity 
3. Information Contained 
4. Evidence Type 

 
For a full explanation of these terms, head over to Thomas's Week 6 Blog as he explains it 
perfectly. 
	  


